
Life Master Celebration Poem, June 27, 2015 

We're gathered again to give a cheer 
To the 9 who have earned life master since last year. 
We welcome Mitch Riley, Martha Barnard, and all the ones who are not here 
As we celebrate the Bridge Center's 54th year. 

I apologize in advance if what I say seems be somewhat the same. 
Maybe I've run out of new thoughts I have about this game. 
Forgive me, I hope that those who have heard this all before 
Will understand that coming up with new observations is a chore. 

So here are some words that I've often brought around 
About bridge and life and stuff that's really profound. 
Indulge me by listening again and remember that a few 
Of the latest life masters here will think these words are new. 

When duplicate bridge has captured your attention, 
You will find that eventually someone will mention 
That becoming a life master is a worthwhile goal to pursue, 
And you decided it was something that you wanted to do. 

For some of us playing bridge fills a natural human need 
To have something to do and at which to succeed, 
Providing some order to a chaotic life and a reason  
To fill the calendar with dates season after season. 

Non bridge players think it's quite funny 
That duplicate bridge is not played for money. 
You tell them we collect masterpoints and zealously pursue them, 
But it's really hard to explain why exactly we value them. 

Playing bridge will not make you famous or rich. 
You should not play bridge if you're looking for something which 
Will give you a great deal of respect and admiration. 
It is more likely to give you self doubt and frustration. 

So why do bridge players spend hours at play? 
And why do we fritter our time away 
With playing this game? It's simply that in the long run 
The game is challenging, stimulating, satisfying, and fun. 

 



Bridge is for people who like to problem solve 
But to make it more difficult, it must involve 
Another person who is on a wavelength that's the same 
In order to insure the common goal of success at the game. 

To be good at bridge, you must be able to read 
The subtleties of relative card rank and the meaning of a lead, 
As well as to cope with the opponents' annoyances and card clicks 
And a calm and confident manner as you reign in the extra tricks. 

Most of us play for socializing, challenge, and fun 
And find that when the scoring of the boards is done, 
We have had spurts of losing focus, idiocy, and brilliance 
And eventually we develop egos with resilience. 

You imagine that when your life masterdom has been earned, 
That this complicated game will finally be learned. 
But that's a fantasy, a complete illusion, 
And those who think they've mastered bridge are living in delusion. 

So now that your life master status is achieved, 
Master bridge player is permanently weaved 
Into who you are and about you what some people know, 
And those who play bridge casually will think you're a pro. 

You've earned all your colors and reached the 300 or 500 mark, 
And with that goal reached, you can now embark 
On the journey to improve and become your best 
For if you pursue improvement, there is no rest. 
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