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Congratulating new life masters is a reason to celebrate, 

But for some of you it may seem this party is a little late. 

But our pride for a job well done is sincere and forever, 

And, as you well know, it's always better late than never. 

So we join to congratulate Richard Klaas, Les Wagner, and Mike Salmon, 

Also Anne West, Pat Scheerer, Sara Browning and Margaret Anderson. 

And we are not forgetting Anne and Harry Alferink and Anne Atwood 

Or Joan Short, Judith Quate, Richard Nuckols and Carol Hayward. 

Please notice that I worked to get the last names in the lines to rhyme, 

And that may be a lucky coincidence, but it does take some time. 

So today for the 14 some of my opinions and observations I will present 

To share with you in honor of this prestigious event. 

Playing bridge will not make you famous or rich. 

You should not play bridge if you're looking for something which 

Will satisfy your need for self-respect and validation. 

It is more likely to give you self doubt and frustration. 

So why do bridge players spend hours at play? 

And why do we with cards fritter our time away? 

It's simply that we're people who like to spend our free hours 

Challenging our brain and testing our mental powers. 

Playing bridge offers us distraction and fun, 

And we find that when the game is done, 

We have had spurts of idiocy and brilliance, 

Which helps us to develop egos with resilience. 

 

 

When duplicate bridge has captured your attention, 

You will find that eventually someone will mention 

That becoming a life master is a worthwhile goal to pursue, 

And you decided it was something you wanted to do. 

You may have imagined that when your life masterdom was earned, 

That this complicated game you would have finally learned. 

But now your know that was wrong, a complete illusion, 

And those who think they've mastered bridge are living in delusion. 

Becoming a life master is not really an end, 

For you will find new goals and will continue to spend 

Your effort, your energy, and your time 

To continue to improve as your masterpoints climb. 

Once your life master status is achieved, 

Bridge player is permanently weaved 

Into who you are and what your know, 

And those who play party bridge will think you're a pro. 

The game is just a game, but the relationships are real. 

You are part of a group that will always make you feel 

Accepted and respected and figuratively embraced 

By a sense of belonging that cannot be replaced. 

The goal you've reached is a worthwhile prize, 

And we, your bridge playing peers, gladly recognize 

Your accomplishment and applaud this life master reward. 

But remember to thank those in attendance with at least one good board. 
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